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Blackhawk Bank Partners in MRO Project Funding 

(December 10, 2015 – Rockford, IL)  On December 9th, Blackhawk Bank participated in a signing ceremony 

that seals the deal on participation in a $17 million loan with four other local banks to complete the MRO 

facility at the Rockford Airport.  

“The building of AAR Corp’s Maintenance Repair and Overhaul facility at the Chicago Rockford International 

Airport is a critical piece of economic development for our entire region,” stated Dave Adkins, president and 

COO of Blackhawk Bank.  “Blackhawk Bank’s participation in a $17 million loan put up by five local banks 

demonstrates our commitment to keeping this project on track while state funds are tied up. The importance 

of the AAR facility to the Airport, the community and the entire region can’t be overstated.” 

Blackhawk is particularly struck by the benefits to the area as it relates to the continued emphasis on 

education. The bank’s management sees education as a critical element to the economic recovery in the 

region.   

“The potential for collaboration between AAR and the area’s educational programs will be invaluable in the 

application of skills learned. In particular, Rock Valley College’s Aviation Maintenance program will provide an 

excellent pipeline of well trained professionals for the local Aerospace industry,” stated Adkins. “The type of 

employment opportunity created by AAR completes the educational loop that is vital in retaining young 

professionals in our community. We are very excited about the potential this project offers to the region and 

were very supportive of keeping this project on track.” 

Blackhawk is a heavy supporter of local aviation companies whose vision for the region is corroborated by 

AAR Corp.    

Established in 1881, Blackhawk Bank has served individuals, families and business owners for 134 years. The 

Bank operates seven full service banking centers in Rockford, Belvidere, Machesney Park and Roscoe, Illinois 

and in Beloit, Wisconsin.  In addition, the Bank operates a Mortgage and Commercial Loan Center in 

Janesville Wisconsin, and a Mortgage Processing Center in Rockford, Illinois. Complete information about 

Blackhawk Bank can be found at www.blackhawkbank.com. 
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