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Blackhawk’s Bastian Earns CEPA Designation 

 
December 15, 2014 (Rockford, IL)  Rick Bastian, Chairman & CEO of Blackhawk Bank recently earned the 
Certified Exit Planning Advisor (CEPA) designation after completing the Exit Planning Institute’s intensive 
CEPA five day executive style MBA program at the University of Chicago Booth School of Business.  
 
Bastian joins an elite group of business advisors who have received this designation and are a part of the 
international community of the Exit Planning Institute. The CEPA program is the most widely accepted 
and endorsed program in the world. Bastian also has a level two certification as a Family Business 
Advisor (FBA) from the Galliard Institute.  Bastian is the only financial professional in the Stateline region 
with both the CEPA and FBA designations. 
 
Both the CEPA and FBA advisor programs were specifically designed to support the needs of closely-held 
and family owned businesses.  “These businesses form the backbone of the economy in the Rock River 
Valley.  Many will be faced with the challenges of management and ownership succession in the next 
several years,” said Bastian. “I am delighted to be in a position to help them assess their current 
situation, evaluate their options, create enterprise value and implement thoughtful transitions in a way 
that benefits all stakeholders,” he added. 
 
Bastian encourages business owners who would like to learn more about ownership succession to 
contact him at 815.877.2039 or 608.299.3400.   
 
About Blackhawk Bank: 
Founded in 1881, Blackhawk Bank is a leading community bank serving clients in northern Illinois and 
southern Wisconsin.  The Bank offers a wide array of personal banking and mortgage services and 
comprehensive commercial banking services.  Offices are located in Beloit and Janesville, WI; Roscoe, 
Machesney Park, Rockford, and Belvidere, IL.  Learn more @ www.BlackhawkBank.com.   
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