
 

 

 

 

Blackhawk President Receives Prestigious Manufacturing Award  

ROCKFORD, IL (March 25, 2011)—Rick Bastian, president and CEO of Blackhawk Bank, received the 
Manzullo Individual Business Catalyst of the Year Award from the Rockford Chamber of Commerce at its 
Manufacturer’s Appreciation Dinner & Expo on March 24, 2011. The prestigious award is presented 
annually to a professional who is an outstanding community and business leader and has made 
significant contributions to improve their institution and the manufacturing industry.  

Bastian brings more than 30 years of financial services and business experience to help local 
manufacturers adapt to economic swings by advising them on restructuring cash-flow, maximizing their 
existing infrastructure and workforce, sharing best practices and learning how to maximize their 
negotiation skills. He supports many industry organizations and causes including Women of Today’s 
Manufacturing, the Rock River Valley Tooling and Machining Association, Manufacturers Alliance of the 
Rock River Valley (MARVV) and the Rockford Chamber’s Manufacturers Council.  
 
Under his leadership, Blackhawk established a physical presence in Rockford’s southwest manufacturing 
sector by investing in a new banking center on 11th Street in 2008. In 2010, the bank sponsored six 
memberships to the Rockford Tooling and Machining Association (RTMA) to provide local companies 
with the opportunity to gain more knowledge they need to weather the economic downturn. It also 
supports potential future manufacturers through its sponsorship of the Winnovation robotics team.   
 
Bastian’s nomination was submitted by 22 of Blackhawk’s manufacturing customers. Nominators stated 
that “Rick was a champion and cheerleader for manufacturing when a lot of folks were not. Blackhawk 
has stood by business owners during these tough economic times with sound advice and direction.” 
 
Congressman Don Manzullo was in attendance to present his namesake award to Bastian. He joins 
previous winners Mike Molander (2010), Robert Schafer (2009), Keith Irons (2008), Bob Trojan (2007), 
Steve Yagle (2006) and Teresa Beach-Shelow (2005).   
 
Blackhawk Bank operates eight banking centers in Beloit, WI; Roscoe, Machesney Park, Rockford, 
Belvidere and Capron, IL.  For more about the Bank, log on to www.blackhawkbank.com. 
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