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Blackhawk Bank CEO Earns Family Business Advisor Certification 
Bastian Completes the Galliard Level One Certification 

 
Beloit, WI; April 5, 2013 – Rick Bastian, President & CEO of Blackhawk Bank recently completed 
the comprehensive Galliard Family Business Advisor Level One training program in Los Angeles, 
California.  Completion of the certification equips Bastian with comprehensive tools to assist 
family-owned and closely-held businesses.  
 
“Family Business Advisor training enables professionals in the network to take clients through a 
solid process to assess the business and best determine the steps to move forward to meet 
needs for growth and the future,” said Lise Stewart, founder of Galliard Group.  Bastian added, 
“Closely-held businesses are the back bone of the Rock River Valley economy.  It is critical that 
we provide them the tools to enhance the value of the business and insure its long-term 
success.” 
 
The philosophy behind the Galliard Family Business Advisor program is to allow transition of the 
business with dignity intact. The advisors work to help the business create an exit strategy, 
succession plan and build an advisory board not only as a means to transition the business in the 
future, but also to help create a clear roadmap of how the business will operate to reach its 
goals. 
 
Having completed Family Business Advisor training and becoming a member of the Galliard 
Family Business Advisor Network, Bastian will be further engaging in assisting family owned and 
closely-held businesses in developing transition plans and creating the strategy unique to each 
company to achieve the desired outcome. 

About Blackhawk Bank  
Blackhawk Bank is a leading community bank serving clients in northern Illinois and southern 
Wisconsin.  Blackhawk has eight banking centers that offer a wide variety of consumer and 
commercial banking services, and a dedicated Mortgage Loan processing center.  The Bank has 
earned success through its reputation for unparalleled service in the small-to-midsize business 
market, thanks to its dedication to building an organization with extraordinary commitment and 
skill.  For more information visit www.Blackhawkbank.com. 

About Galliard, Inc. 
Galliard’s network of consulting experts partner closely with clients to provide high-quality, 
customized services, at affordable rates, to build viable, sustainable businesses that positively 
contribute to the economic and social health of their employees, clients and communities. For 
more information visit www.galliardinc.com. 
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